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What began as a fist-sized glob of glass is fashioned into a platter in the masterful hands of Wim-
berley Glassworks owner Tim de Jong.

City sales tax sees huge spike in revenue

King Feed sold 
to two employees

Lon Shell sworn in 
as commissioner

Making magic with glass and fire

The city of Wimberley 
has had sluggish growth, if 
not an actual downturn, in 
allocations from sales tax 
for the last year. That trend 
ended emphatically with 
December’s allocation from 
the Texas Comptroller’s Of-
fice, which represents the 
city’s portion of sales tax 
collected within the city 
limits in the month of Oc-
tober.

The most recent check for 
$92,074.18 in the month of 

December is 40.56 percent 
higher than the amount col-
lected in the same month of 
2017. But it appears that 
the increase may have come 
from other areas of the allo-
cation process, as opposed 
to simply an increase in 
sales. 

“I didn’t see anything 
significant in October that 
would have caused that type 
of jump, but we did have a 
good weather that month to 
allow for people to continue 
traveling late into the fall 
season,” Craig Calley, presi-
dent of the Wimberley Mer-

chants Association, said. 
“It’s also nice that we have 
not seen a huge negative 
impact from the construc-
tion of the sewer.”

Kevin Lyons, a spokes-
person with the Texas 
Comptroller’s Office, said 
that the sales made within 
the city limits were almost 
identical to 2017. There 
were two other categories 
that ended up increasing 
the monthly check.

“Basically the differ-
ence between this Decem-
ber and last was that there 
were audit collections of 

about $14,000 and some 
future collections of about 
$12,000,” Lyons said. 

Lyon gave some hypo-
thetical examples of how 
the extra money could have 
been accrued.

“Let’s say I was a busi-
ness in Woodcreek that 
moved to Wimberley but I 
didn’t change my address 
with the comptrollers of-
fice,” Lyons said. “Then we 
determine later that money 
should have been for Wim-
berley, just as an exam-
ple, we would add it into a 
month. It could also be we 

found somebody that had 
underpaid their taxes.”

While the example given 
used Woodcreek, it could 
have been any business 
that moved into Wimberley 
from any city that caused 
such an issue. The city of 
Woodcreek did not see any 
money pulled from their 
December allocations, so 
the situation did not impact 
them.

In fact, the city of Wood-
creek received just over 
$4,000 from sales tax al-
locations in the month of 

In about 400 B.C., Plato, 
a Greek philosopher said, 
“Everything changes and 
nothing stands still.” This is 
true for many long standing 
icons in Wimberley lately 
including Miss Mae’s BBQ, 
the Wimberley Café, and 
Jim’s Rental.

Now add another icon to 
the list, King Feed is chang-

ing owners. Chris Nich-
ols, who has worked at the 
business for 45 years, since 
1973, has decided to retire 
and sell the feed, nurs-
ery and hardware store to 
long-time employees Lau-
rie Ward and Bryan Toifl. 
Nichols started at the bot-
tom, sweeping floors and 
loading customers’ trucks 
“only through the winter” 
he was told.

During Tuesday’s Hays 
County Commissioner’s 
Court meeting, Commis-
sioner-elect Lon Shell was 
sworn in as Precinct 3 Com-
missioner by Precinct 3 
Justice of the Peace Andy 
Cable. 

Shell was appointed by 
County Judge Bert Cobb, 

M.D., in October 2017 to 
fill the unexpired term of 
former Commissioner Will 
Conley, who resigned his 
seat. Shell had previously 
served as the County’s Chief 
of Staff.

“I’m honored to continue 
to serve the citizens of Pre-
cinct 3 and Hays County as 

It’s said art enables us to 
lose ourselves and find our-
selves all at the same time.

It’s a sentiment that 
makes sense, especially 
when viewed at the hands 
of a true craftsman — a 
master. Tim de Jong, own-
er of Wimberley Glass-
works, is such an artisan 
and for most of his life, 
has been dealing with art 
that requires high heat; in 
a business that’s often high 
pressure.

“It’s challenging to be 
creative when you’re terri-
fied,” de Jong said. “Espe-
cially when business slows 
and you’re wondering how 
you’re going to pull it all to-
gether.”

De Jong has been mak-
ing glass work since 1978, 
when he developed a pas-
sion for it while attending 
college at Alfred University 
in New York state.

“Yes, it’s every parent’s 
worst nightmare — art 
school,” he said with a 
smile on his face.

How he came about 

discovering his passion, 
though, was a little “uncon-
ventional,” but de Jong said 
it was probably the best 
thing that could have hap-
pened to him.

Not long after he grad-
uated high school in New 
Jersey, de Jong told his 
father he didn’t want to at-
tend college.

“So, my dad gave me a 
one-way ticket to Seattle 
and $300 in cash and told 
me to work my way back 
home. If I still didn’t want 
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Precinct 3 Justice of the Peace Andy Cable, left, swears in Pre-
cinct 3 Commissioner Lon Shell, right, while daughter Katheleen, 
second from left, and wife Jennifer look on.
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Wimberley Firefighter Christopher Robbins participated in the 9/11 Memorial Climb in San Antonio.

Ken Strange named ‘Patriot of  the Year’

Wimberley firefighter helps remember 9/11 victims

Ken Strange can add one 
more title to his already 
lengthy community re-
sume. Last week, Strange 
was named the Patriot 
of the Year at the annual 
Wimberley Patriot Day Cer-
emony at EmilyAnn The-
atre and Gardens.

“This is extremely hum-
bling for me,” Strange 
said. “When I look around 
out here, I see all the hard 
workers that make this 
community work so well. I 
am just a tiny part of that 
team. We work together 
as a team. This is not one 
person, I promise you that. 

We have the most fortunate 
community probably in the 
state of Texas and maybe in 
the nation with the hearts of 
the people who are stand-
ing here today.”

The ceremony was part 
of the memorial for vic-
tims of the September 11 
terrorist attack and hon-
ored first responders who 
lost their lives. It included 
a salute to all local first re-
sponders and members of 
all branches of the military. 
Representatives were on 
hand from the Hays County 
Sheriff’s Department, Hays 
County Constables Precinct 
3, Wimberley Fire and Res-
cue and Wimberley EMS.

The Patriot of the Year 

award is given to a person 
who served in the United 
States Military and then 
continued service to the 
Wimberley community af-
terwards.

Strange has served on 
the Wimberley ISD school 
Board since 2008, with 
many of those years serving 
as president. He served in 
the United States Air Force 
for four years and in 1989 
made a decision that would 
forever change the course of 
his life—he joined the Wim-
berley Volunteer Fire De-
partment. In 1991, Strange 
joined Wimberley EMS as 
a volunteer and was hired 

Nearly 3,000 people died on September 11, 
2001 when terrorists attacked the World Trade 
Center in New York City. While thousands of 
terrified people tried to climb down the 110 
flights of stairs to escape the building, a unique 
few were doing the exact opposite. They were 
climbing up. 

There were 60 police officers killed, eight 
emergency medical technicians, one patrolman 
and 343 New York City Firefighters. Thomas 
Hetzel was a firefighter for Ladder Company 
13 and lost his life trying to save others on that 
fateful day.

Last week, Wimberley Firefighter Christo-
pher Robbins honored Hetzel and the hundreds 
of other first responders that died on Septem-
ber 11 at the 9/11 Memorial Climb. 

“For two hours once a year you give back to 
those that sacrificed everything,” Robbins said. 
“You feel terrible, because there is not much 
more you can do for them.”

Firefighters from around the country gath-
er to climb 110 flights of stairs, the same climb 
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‘Film-friendly’ 
designation 

for local cities

There are 135 towns and cities in 
Texas, according to the Texas Film 
Commission, that have achieved the 
distinction of being film-friendly. 
Both area cities will have that status, 
already approved by Wimberley and 
what appears to be approval soon for 
Woodcreek. Getting that distinction 
seems to be a slam-dunk in getting 
certified ‘Film Friendly.”

“The Texas Film Commission des-
ignating Wimberley as Film Friendly 
would benefit local businesses, lodg-
ing, restaurants, and the retailers 
who sell building and construction 
supplies,” Cathy Moreman, execu-
tive director of the Wimberley Valley 
Chamber of Commerce said. 

Getting the designation puts the 
city on a Texas list for media profes-
sionals from all over the world look-
ing for that one perfect spot.

“It goes hand and hand with our 
arts community,” Wimberley City 
Councilmember Christine Byrne said. 
“Looking at the budget, if we can in-
crease our sales tax and if we can 
bring filming companies in, especial-
ly that Sunday through Thursday, I 
think that would be great.”

It also helps in protecting cities and 
citizens. 

Numerous television and film pro-
ductions have taken place in the area 
and soon more may come because of 
the natural beauty and small town 
atmosphere of the area. Cars are 
stopped for a production while the 
cameras are rolling and a film crew 
and production crew can be quite a 
juggernaut for a small town. Crews 
have just one mindset; get the project 
done. They may not care about local 
residents or inconveniencing them.

A few years ago while filming for 
one of those post-apocalyptic tele-
vision series at the old Bowen Ele-
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Wimberley EMS Executive Director Ken Strange is Patriot of the Year.See Patriot, Page A10
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